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Raps That Raise Money

Raising Change Social Justice Fundraising Conference

3:00–5:00

Friday, August 4

Clark Kerr Campus

University of California, Berkeley

Raps That Raise Money: Fundraising At Any Gathering

Mark Toney • mtoney@earthlink.net • 510 590 2862
Goals for Today

10 min
1) Make a plan for a rap that raises money at your next public event.

2) Draft a fundraising rap for your next public event.

3) Practice your rap to raise money at your next event.

Introductions



10 min

1) Who’s in the house?  Issues?  Locations?  Budgets?  Staffs?  Social Justice?

2) Mark Toney experience and expertise as a fundraiser.

Make a Plan for a Rap that Raises Money at Your Next Public Event     30 min

1) Choose your event.

a. Best event is one that already is planned to bring people together.

i. Annual dinner.

ii. Public performance.

iii. Speaking engagement.

iv. Recognition event.

2) Set a fundraising goal.

a. Set an overall dollar goal for donor campaign.

i. From $5,000 to $25,000.

b. Set a goal for donor contributions at event.

i. From $1,000 to $10,000.  

ii. 20% to 50% of overall goal.

3) Create fundraising materials.

a. Create pyramid donor chart.

i. Many smaller donations at base, fewer larger donors at top.

b. Make poster size pyramid donor chart.

i. Create boxes with room to write names of donors.

c. Create donation form for donors to fill out.

i. See sample.  

d. Optional: Develop thank you gift that donors receive.

i. Must be something exclusive, cannot be sold or bought.

4) Plan to collect contact information of every person who attends the event.

a. Contact information is more important than money.

i. Sign-in sheets with email, phone, address, name as price of admission.

b. Email or mail thank you to all who attended with fundraising results.

i. Provide them another opportunity to give.

Draft a Fundraising Rap for Your Next Event          30 minutes

1) Prepare for your ask ahead of time.

a. Select the target amount you are going to ask for.

i. Should be $100 at minimum.  Can be up to $500.

ii. Goal to get 10 donations at that amount. A couple higher, several less.

iii. You should be prepared to make a donation of that amount right then.

b. Recruit three supporters as “shills” who will donate the selected amount.

i. They will be the first to respond to direct ask for donations.

c. Recruit volunteers to help with logistics.

i. Volunteer to collect checks from the crowd while you talk.

ii. Volunteer to write names of donors on pyramid chart.

2) Fundraising Rap Steps

a. Welcome.

i. Introduce yourself.

ii. Thank people for coming.

iii. Remind them of purpose of event.

b. Lead with key messages.

i. Appeal to values: social justice, youth leadership, vision of future.

c. Follow with specific impact.

i. Highlight key victories or accomplishments.

d. Make the ask of specific amount ($100 or more).

i. Remind them of the worthiness of the cause.

ii. Remind them of their value as supporters.

iii. Make the first gift yourself.

iv. Tell them you need at least 10 other people to match your gift.

v. Invite people to make donations both higher and lower.

e. Repeat the ask if possible.

i. Read off the names of people who have given checks.

ii. Give people an update of amount raised, and remaining to hit goal.

f. This should all take about 10–15 minutes at most.

i. 5 minutes for initial ask.

ii. 5 minutes to massage a response.

iii. 5 minutes to read names and ask again.

Practice Your Rap to Raise Money at Your Next Event              30 minutes

1) Any questions or help needed with rap worksheets?

2) Who would like to deliver a sample rap?

3) Critique or questions?

Wrap Up                                                                                          10 minutes

1) The fundraising materials do make a difference in increasing donations.

2) However, they are not absolutely necessary.

3) A fundraising rap at any event will raise money.


4)   Always remember to thank people afterwards.

